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alue of water is beyond its economic terms to the southern societies. The Oxford dictionary now defines value in primary economic terms. This fundamental difference in the northern and southern cultures is a basis for many crises in the world. The commodification of nature is one such crisis.  However commodification of water reduces its value only to its commercial value.

Making water an economic good is a part of the agenda of the water corporations. This will give them an opportunity to market it and private appropriation.  “The commodification of water is ethically, environmentally and socially wrong,” says Maude Barlow, National Chairperson of the Council of Canadians. “It ensures that decisions regarding the allocation of water centre on commercial considerations, leaving aside fundamental environmental, social and human rights’ considerations. 

Water is sacred in all Asian countries. But sacredness is lost after it enter into the pipelines owned by the water bottling companies such as Coca-cola, American or water service companies such as  Suez, Vivendi or Bechtel , or to the profit making city water services.

These giant water corporations and many national governments tried to use the World Water Forum (WWF) held in March 2003 to push for greater involvement and control of the world's water.  Many civil society organizations were there to challenge the corporate control of water demanding that the forum should define water as a human right and not as a commodity to be sold to only those who can afford it.
The Civil Society groups who participated in the WWF rejected the founding principles of the World Water Council Vision Statement. The Vision proposes a model for water management that relinquishes all control over water resources to the private sector through commercialization, privatization, and large-scale development;  

It prioritizes water use for large-scale industrial agriculture at the expense of small-scale, communal, and traditional practices of indigenous and peasant peoples; It promotes the expansion of genetically modified seeds for the purpose of “economizing” water use, thereby threatening the biodiversity and cultural integrity of the planet and its peoples; 
The World Water Council (WWC) is an unrepresentative and undemocratic body that derives its influence from an exclusive membership of international financial institutions, large multinational water corporations, and non-governmental organizations tied to these interests; 
If this model is being standardized globally, thereby destroying the diversity of water ecosystems and the peoples who rely on them, will lead to the cartelisation of the world’s freshwater resources, ecological devastation, and the death of millions of the world’s people.

Who owns water?

This question came over and over in the past few years due to the initiatives to dispossess the water from the people. In our culture, water belongs to the earth and all species for all times. It is an inalienable human right and a public trust to be protected and nurtured by all peoples, communities and nations, and the bodies that represent them at the local, state, and international level.  This is an unwavering principle. 

Therefore, Water is not a commodity and must not be left to the whims of the market because no person or entity has the right to profit from it. Water must not, therefore, be commodified, privatized, traded or exported for commercial gain. Water must be excluded of being a “good”, a “service” and an “investment” in all international, regional and bilateral trade agreements.
 
Every human being has the right to clean water. Therefore the government has a responsibility to substantially increase spending on clean water and sanitation for poor people with little or no access. Governments cannot transfer this responsibility to the private sector.  
The key to the sustainable provision of water for life is the maintenance and protection of the ecological integrity of all ecosystems. Adoption and implementation of a restoration agenda for the rehabilitation of degraded ecosystems is a must. 

A water-secured future is incompatible with industrial farming and the monopoly control of food and seeds by a small number of corporations. The large-scale water development projects such as mega-dams to be ecologically and socially unsustainable. 


As such, a water-secured future depends upon the acknowledgement, respect, and protection of the rights of indigenous, peasant, and fisher peoples and their traditional knowledge. Water being a public good, the voices of these groups and of women around the world should be given a central place in water management issues, as these are the communities most affected by water insecurity.

 
The peoples and communities that rely on it for their lives and livelihoods must control water as a public trust and an inalienable human right. The management of water services must not only remain in public hands, but must be revitalized and strengthened to make community and worker participation central in order to democratize decision-making processes and ensure transparency and accountability. 

This participation must be extended to the state, regional, and international level in all decisions pertaining to water resources.   

Water as a public good, all water resource development projects must be based on respect for the rights of affected communities and must provide full and meaningful participation in decision-making.
 
Water crisis in the world is now leading to conflicts at community, national and international levels. Therefore the management and protection of the world’s water resources must absolutely be based on the principles of justice, solidarity, reciprocity, equity, diversity and sustainability, because water is a human right.  
Public-private partnerships

 

The rising power of trans-national water corporations has threatened the power of citizens and local communities to control their own water. Corporate lobby groups exert undue influence on governments and international trade/financial institutions; where they seek financial, trade and environmental concessions that lower international standards. The civil society demands that governments act to ensure that citizens can exercise their right to water and that there be universal exemptions for water from all trade agreements.  This is a must, since these are the tools that use by the corporation to loot water in the southern countries. 
The shift by governments to support public private partnerships (PPPs) were seen by civil society as a dangerous step toward the commodification and cartelisation of the world’s water. Many expressed concerns that we should not be placing our future in the hands of small elite who will determine the future in its own interest. The so-called PPP is to fool the people and small civil society organizations in order to get the access to our water by the private sector.
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“The commodification of water is ethically, environmentally and 


socially wrong.”





In our culture, water belongs to the earth and all species for all times.








The peoples and communities that rely on it for their lives and livelihoods must control water as a public trust and an inalienable human right.





The shift by governments to support public private partnerships (PPPs) were seen by civil society as a dangerous step toward the commodification and cartelisation of the world’s water.








The World Water Council (WWC) is an unrepresentative and undemocratic body.





Governments cannot transfer its responsibility of providing clean water and sanitation to the private sector.  








The civil society demands that governments act to ensure that citizens can exercise their right to water and that there be universal exemptions for water from all trade agreements.  

















� Environmental Foundation Ltd. is the first public interest law organisation in Asia. It was established in 1981 to protect the nature through law. Its activities promote environmental justice and equity. Writer has wide experience in protecting the environment.
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