Protecting Bolivia’s Biodiversity

Through the years Bolivia has been developing its legislation toward the environment and renewable and non-renewable natural resources, efforts have been systematic since 1992, when the Environmental Law is passed. Although there is much to be done, as there is no law to directly protect biodiversity, there are sector laws which include regulation on the matter. 

The following diagram shows Bolivian Legislation on this subject.

	Law
	N° and Date
	Content 
	Weaknesses

	Political Constitution of the State
	Amended in 1994
	Public Property: is the original dominion of the State, aside from property given this condition by the Law, the soil, the ground with all its natural riches, marshy, rain and medicinal waters as well as elements and physical forces susceptible of use; 

Agrarian and Rural Regime: The State will regulate the regime for exploitation of natural resources cautioning their conservation and growth. 


	The express right to a healthy environment is not established.

There is no direct reference regarding the protection of biodiversity as legal property or through Protected Areas. 

	Environmental Law
	Law No. 1333 27/04/92
	The object of this law is to protect and conserve the environment and natural resources, regulating the action of man regarding nature and promoting sustainable development with the goal of providing a better quality of life for inhabitants. It has the characteristics of a framework law, i.e. it regulates many aspects related to the environment in a general way, deferring the specific regulations to special laws. 

In this manner, general provisions exist on water, soil, forests, protected areas, wild flora and fauna and hydro biologic resources. 


	The weakness lies in the fact that specific legislation which regulates each area in depth would have had to extend from this framework law; such as what took place within the forestry and land sector, but until now no laws have been enacted for protected areas and biodiversity. 


	Law
	N° and Date
	Content 
	Weaknesses

	Wildlife, National Parks, Hunting and Fishing Law
	Law No. 12301 14/3/1975
	This law governs the protection, management, exploitation, transport and commercialization of wild animals and their products, the protection of endangered species, conservation of habitat for flora and fauna, all the framework for conservation, support and rational use of these resources.

It declares the support and conservation of the resources, which serve as food and shelter for wildlife as a public use.
	These is a very weak law, as it is almost 30 years old and the existing institutional framework has changed completely, aside from the fact that much of the modern legislation has left most of its provisions without effects. Additionally it is very difficult to find printed versions of this law. 



	Ratification of the Convention on Biodiversity
	Law No. 1580 15/06/1994
	The object of this law is to ratify the Convention on Biodiversity – Rio 92. 

In Bolivia once an international treaty is ratified, it becomes law. 
	Although the COB has motivated Bolivian legislation, the fact that no specific law on biodiversity exists makes some of its terms lack total implementation. 



	Ratification of Convention Against Desertification and Drought
	Law No. 1688 27/03/1996
	Ratification of the U.N. Convention against Desertification and Drought. 


	

	Forestry Law
	Law No. 1700 12/07/0996
	This Law is in charge of regulating the sustainable use and protection of forests and forest land in the country, although it not only contains rules relating to the forest sector as it includes regulation on territorial ordinance, establishing lands for protection, such as ecological easements and the private reserves of natural property. 
	Although the forest regulation protects the forest as an integral unit and not solely as a timber producing resource, this is its primary goal and the protection of biodiversity is an accessory.


	Law
	N° and Date
	Content 
	Weaknesses

	INRA Law
	Law No. 1715 18/10/1996
	The purpose of this law is establishing an organic structure and powers for the National Service for Agrarian Reform (S.N.R.A.) as well as the regime for distribution of lands; guaranteeing the right of landowners over the land; creating an Agrarian Superintendent, the Agrarian Court and its procedure, including regulation for the reparation of agrarian property. This law also recognizes conservation, research and eco-tourism as elements for the compliance of the social economic function of property; it also establishes that provisions established in the Political Constitution of the State and special regulations will rule use and exploitation of these nonrenewable natural resources in original community lands.


	The primary goal of this legislation is the issuance of titles and land tenancy, where the environmental variable is included in its content. 

	General Regulation for Protected Areas
	Supreme Decree No. 24781 31/07/1997
	This regulation’s goal is to regulate the creation of protected areas and to establish a constitutional framework, according to provisions from Law No. 1333, the Environmental law and the Convention on Biological Diversity ratified by Law No. 1580 from 15/06/1994. Article 32 et al. makes reference to the requirements for the exploitation of renewable and nonrenewable natural resources within protected areas. 


	The norm’s greatest flaw is its rank, since by being a Supreme Decree; any law from any sector has a higher rank than this one. 

	National Strategy for Biodiversity
	Supreme Decree No. 26556 19/03/2002
	The national strategy for biodiversity is approved. 
	It is only a planning and policy document. 

	Convention for the Conservation of Migratory Species
	Law No. 2357 07/05/02
	Adhesion to the Convention for the Conservation of Migratory Species. 
	As no specific law on biodiversity exists some of its terms lack total implementation.


