
5. HELP COMMUNITIES SPEAK OUT AND ENFORCE THE LAW
Working with local partners, we educate citizens about threats 
to the environment and solutions. Through public meetings and
community workshops, we educate citizens and help them 
advocate for the environment.

Southern Chile is plagued with polluting salmon farms and local com-
munities are beginning to suffer the impacts. After E-LAW U.S.
Scientist Meche Lu spoke at community workshops in Patagonia, our
Chilean partner wrote: “This was the first time communities had
access to scientific information about the environmental impacts of
salmon farming.  This information has spread throughout the commu-
nities by radio and through local schools.”

6. DEFEND THE DEFENDERS
Too often, people who challenge environmental abuses are 
rewarded with harassment, threats, or arrest. E-LAW U.S. 
provides a critical lifeline for courageous advocates who call 
on us to mobilize support from around the world. E-LAW U.S. 
has helped secure the release of environmental lawyers who 
were unlawfully jailed.

After Kenyan lawyer Nixon Sifuna was released from jail without
being charged, he wrote: “Thanks for standing in solidarity with me.
Long live the [E-LAW] family.”

E-LAW U.S. is building a worldwide corps of skilled, committed
advocates for the environment.  E-LAW links leading lawyers in 60
countries, so advocates can call on the best legal minds in the world.
Brought together by a shared passion for protecting the environment,
E-LAW advocates are winning victories for the environment and
building the organizations that will protect the environment for years
to come.

4

what we do
Jingjing Zhang
meets with plaintiffs
in Xiping Village,
Fujian Province.
Residents suffer
from toxic releases
of chromium and
chlorine from
China’s largest
chlorate plant. The
plant has dumped
more than 600 tons
of untreated waste,
polluted waterways
and contaminated
the air. Jingjing and
the villagers won a
court order directing
the plant to clean
up its act and 
compensate 
residents.
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A ll over the world, people are calling for us to take better care of the 
environment.  We all want to breathe clean air and drink clean water. 

We want our children and grandchildren to enjoy a healthy planet that 
supports abundant animals, birds, fish, forests, oceans, and rivers. We want
corporations, farmers, and fishermen to use natural resources responsibly.

Grassroots environmental lawyers, working in their home countries, are
critical to realizing this vision.  They can educate communities about threats
to the environment and ways to protect natural resources. 

They can help communities and citizens speak out for the environment.
Too often, environmental laws are adopted, but governments do not enforce
them. Grassroots lawyers play a key role in enforcing these laws.

Lawyers around the world call on the U.S. office of the Environmental
Law Alliance Worldwide (E-LAW U.S.) for help. E-LAW U.S. pursues a
simple, high-impact mission: We find the most committed environmental
lawyers around the world and help them challenge environmental abuses
and build a better future.  
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