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[image: image2.jpg]public. Since there is
no direct equivalent of
the right to a healthful
ecology in their
fundamental law. The
right to life is usually
extended to include
environmental rights.
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AAPIELC

4th All Asia Public Interest Environmental Law Conference, March 25, 2004

Amari black rabbit lost round, won finals

In a case fought before the forest court, the tortoise won against the rabbit.

PIEL delegates and organizers watched

. the JELF's dramatic rendition of the rabbit and the tortoise.

The rabbit lost, as expected. The defeat was taken lightly, losing afterall is not new to 'Atty. Rabbit' .

The inspiration for the dramatization was the 'Amari Black Rabbit lawsuit which created quite a stir.

Mr. Kagohashi sued on the rabbit's behalf opposing the construction ofa golf course. The proposed project would destroy the natural habitat of the amari black rabbits.

The case enjoyed overwhelming media mileage. It was dismissed on the part of the rabbit. Despite this, the construction of the golf course was stopped.

Perhaps in the aftermath of this success, Mr. Kagohashi should think about suing in behalf of the tortoise.

Defending the Defenders project launched

Almost teary eyed, the DENR Secretary recounted the story of Raul Zapatos, poster boy of government enforcers at odds with th~ law.

History

Having been with the Department of Environment in the eighties, Secretary Elisea Gozun herself dealt with the initial phases of the case of Raul Zapatos who was wrongfully accused before the Sandiganbayan and spent years in prison before being acquitted. He was accused of the murder of a mayor who was repeatedly caught with illegal logs.

Timely

The project is not only long

overdue, it is also only an initial step and involves

actual case handling and determination of the best procedures and strategies.
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Cou ntry reports

While 15 countries are represented in the conference, only seven were slated to present country reports due to time constrain ts. However, only five were actually able to present. To ensure continuous exchange, all papers and country reports will be burned on CD and mailed to all participants afterwards.

We're on the Web!

See us al:

www.g:eoclties.com/ pieC2oo4/index.htm

NGOs overdoing the song and dance routine?

Allan Tan Khee lin of the National University of Singapore took the role of a devils advocate yesterday forcing the delegates to make quick assessments on how they work.

Questions ranging ITom the funding support - to case handling, representativeness and networking

were raised one after the

other.

Lalanath de Silva however pointed out that those questions have been previously asked and answered.

The only question left is on how to make the information and learnings available to AAPIEL community.

Sidebar:

Bringing Asia to Africa: In his farewell speech, Maurice announced his grand plan of brining Asia to Amca - the Asian PIEL experience that is. In his ""tniniskirt" farewell message he revealed that he attended AAPlELC primarily to observe the proceeding and learn nom it since they too are planning a similar conferew:e for Africa.

Solidarity night a Smash Box Office Hit

Starting with a performance of some Susie, Alan and classical flutist Lalanath having fun, public interest environmental

Philippine dances by the Villa
de Silva. The Indonesians accused the
lawyers could not be taught any rules and

Escudero performers, the Solidarity FJlipinos ofintellectuaI property theftfor cannot be trusted to pass on a message.

night was kiclred offwith a song from having perfurmed as!ep that is usually
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Ghazab Singer SanJ8Y.
accompanied by traditional Indonesian pyramid made at the pod, with Ri1:7Jee,

Each countIy performed, with some
music.. The Japanese did a heart-
Aaron, Hassaan, MIllU:ice, Wmdu and

countries joining up with each others.
wrenching~.
Tyler. They did not meet the challenge of

Solo performances wen! rendered by
Games followed and proved that when
making Maurice the peak of the pyramid.

Today...

Today, Urban and Industrial Areas and Solid Waste Management will be discussed on the morning session with five presentations from India, Nepal, Pakistan, Japan

and the Philippines.

The afternoon will be

spend discussing Community Based Property Rights in India, Indonesia, Malaysia and

the Philippines.

Prof. Owen Lynch delivers

the keynote after dinner and three books will be launched.

Twisted:

The lndia​Pakistan​Bangladesh delegations were interlinked in song, but hopefully

not in

. nvers.

