








who are only here for the duration of 
their licenses, they get what they want 
and leave nothing behind for the local 
people.” Effrey was a staff lawyer at the 
Environmental Law Centre from 2000 
to 2005.  She has collaborated with 
ELAW since 2001.

DIANA MEWERIMBE
Papua New Guinea

Diana is a staff lawyer at the 
Environmental Law Centre, based in 

Port Moresby.  She 
helps landowners 
in the Sandaun and 
Gulf provinces 
challenge illegal 
logging and 
trespassing by 

logging companies.  Papua New Guinea 
has the largest tract of tropical rainforest 
outside of the Amazon.

CESAR GAMBOA
Peru

Cesar is President of Derecho 
Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 
(DAR), a  non-pro t organization 

working to protect 
biodiversity and 
promote sustainable 
management of 
natural resources 
in Peru.  Seventy 
percent of the 

Peruvian Amazon has been divided 
into oil and gas concession blocks, 
with corresponding licensing contracts.   
DAR has partnered with ELAW to help 
indigenous peoples in the Ucayali Basin 
and the buffer area of the Cordillera 
Azul National Park ensure that the 
hydrocarbon industry does not destroy 
this area’s fragile ecosystems.  Cesar 
has a masters in constitutional law 
and human rights from Simon Bolivar 
University and is a doctoral candidate in 
law and political sciences at San Marcos 
University.  He has served as a visiting 
professor at the International Institute 
of Law and Sociology in Spain and is 
the author of several publications on 
legal and social issues facing Amazon 
indigenous communities. 

MA. RONELY BISQUERA-SHEEN
Philippines

Lolly is the Executive Director of 
Tanggol Kalikasan, the legal arm of the 

Haribon Foundation.  
Haribon launched 
the environmental 
movement in the 
Philippines 32 years 
ago. Lolly is an 
excellent facilitator 

and has helped stakeholders reach 
consensus on many rules, including the 
Implementing Rules on the Clean Water 
Act, the Uni ed Rules and Regulations 
on Fisheries for Taal Lake, and the Mt. 
Banahaw Protected Area Law.

MARTIN STOFFA 
Slovakia

Martin is a staff attorney at Via 
Iuris (Center for Public Advocacy) in 
Banska Bystrica.  Martin began as an 

intern, analyzing 
human rights and 
environmental issues, 
and conducting legal 
research.  He now 
focuses on access 
to information, 

public nuisance, water and soil pollution, 
legal standing and administrative law. 
Martin leads the “Pravo v praxi” (Law 
in Practice) project, an online resource 
that informs citizens of their rights 
and provides legal information and 
assistance.

LALANATH DE SILVA
Sri Lanka

Lalanath has been a public interest 
litigator and advocate for more than 
two decades. Pioneering public 
interest environmental law, he has 

appeared in leading cases in Sri Lanka 
on behalf of victims, communities, 
and non-governmental organizations. 
As Legal Consultant to the Ministry 

of Environment 
and Forests, he 
drafted and enacted 
numerous regulatory 
provisions 
addressing noise, 
ozone depleting 

substances, and ambient air quality. He 
currently leads the Access Initiative 
and The Partnership for Principle 10 
at the World Resources Institute in 
Washington, D.C.

OLYA MELEN
Ukraine

Olya is a 2006 Goldman 
Environmental Prize winner.  She 

is the head of 
the Legal Unit 
at Environment-
People-Law, 
Ukraine’s leading 
public interest 
environmental law 

organization.  Olya won a prestigious 
Goldman Prize for her work to halt 
construction of a shipping canal 
through the heart of the Danube Delta 
Bilateral Biosphere Reserve, home to 
325 bird and 75  sh species.  She made 
over 40 court appearances, involving  
lengthy appeals to various national and 
international bodies.  This was Olya’s 
 rst court case.  She is the author of 
over a dozen articles on environmental 
law and is currently writing her doctoral 
dissertation on “Legal Regulation of 
the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve in 
Ukraine.” 

LIZA ALEKSEYEVA
Ukraine

Liza began her career with 
Environment-People-Law (EPL) as a 

volunteer in 1997. 
Since then she has 
progressed from 
a student, to legal 
assistant, and is 
now a staff attorney. 
She provides legal 

consultation for citizens in courts, 
state bodies, and local authorities. 
EPL was founded in 1994 as one of 
the  rst public interest environmental 
law organizations in Ukraine and has 
since become one of the most respected 
voices for citizen environmental rights 
in Europe and around the world.  Liza 
is currently pursuing an LLM at the 
University of Oregon School of Law.

OLENA KRAVCHENKO
Ukraine

Olena is on staff at Environment-
People-Law, Ukraine’s leading public 
interest environmental law organization.  

She is the Editor 
of the Journal 
for Environment-
People-Law, 
which raises 
awareness about 
the importance of 

environmental protection in Ukraine.  
She writes on a wide range of topics, 
including climate change, sustainable 
use and management of natural 
resources, biodiversity conservation, 
problems with GMOs, water issues, 
waste management, development of 
civil society, and protection of rights to 
information.
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“One of the problems with 
modern society is that it 

places more importance on 
things that have a price 

than on things that have 
a value. Breathing clean 

air, for instance, or having 
clean water in the rivers, or 

having legal rights—these 
are things that don’t have a 
price but have a huge value. 
Oil does have a price, but its 

value is much less.”
— PABLO FAJARDO IN VANITY FAIR, 

MAY 2007

MAIN STREET GREEN POWER
Renewable Energy Payments

IMAGINE THIS: Just a few years from now, you are driving through your neighborhood and you begin to notice that there are solar panels on every 
other house. You’ve been thinking about installing solar panels, but always thought it was cost prohibitive.

So you’re wondering – how did that happen? How were these folks able to afford it? How did we get to a system of “Main Street Green Power?” 

The technology has been available for many years.  The challenge has always been  nancing for the necessary infrastructure. But brilliant advocates in 
Germany and around the world have  gured out a system that works.

Under a policy called renewable energy payments (REPs), the utility commits to pay for renewable energy at a reasonable price over a long period of 
time. Germany used this policy to meet its target of obtaining 12.5% of its energy from renewable sources, like solar and wind power, three years ahead 
of schedule. Germany is now up to 14%, while the U.S. gets less than one half of 1% of its energy from solar power and less than 7% of its power from 
all renewable sources, including hydropower. These policies have helped Germany reduce CO

2
 emissions 18.5% below 1990 levels. The country is on 

target to achieve a 40% reduction by 2020.

ELAW is at the forefront of efforts to bring these proven, effective policies to the United States.  Staff Attorney Jennifer Gleason and ELAW volunteer 
lawyer Jolene Goodnight are working on draft REP legislation that could be adopted in Oregon.  Hawaii, Minnesota, Rhode Island, and Michigan are 
considering similar policies.

ELAW is seeking additional funding so that Jennifer can train advocates around the country, and around the world, to draft and promote strong 
renewable energy payment policies.

“We have 
been helping 
environmental 
advocates 
around the 
world promote 
renewable 
energy payment 
policies, and 
we are excited 
to bring these 
lessons home to 
Oregon.” 
Jennifer Gleason
ELAW Staff Attorney
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The trial lawyers of Johnson, Clifton, Larson & Schaller proudly sponsor this supplement to honor 
the lawyers and scientists of the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide who gather here to 

collaborate for the advancement of environmental law and social justice.

Art Johnson, Doug Schaller, Derek Johnson, Scott Lucas, Michelle Smith and Gloria Trainor,
trial attorneys specializing in personal injury, product liability and toxic torts.

975 Oak Street, Eugene, OR • 541.484.2434 • www.jclslaw.com

The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide thanks the many local businesses that have contributed to our efforts this past year, and made our 2009 ELAW Annual Meeting 
possible. We thank Paul Engelmeyer and Cheryl Coon for leading our coast  eld trip and the following volunteers:  Joey Corcoran, Kaegan Scully-Engelmeyer, Melissa Pope, 
Sherwood Reese, Lindsay Riddell, Eric Robinson, Katie Slayden, Audrey Troch, Evan Shenkin, Elias Meyer, CallieWheeler, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Pamela Pearce, Katherine 
Bragg, Elizabeth Dougherty, Kassidee Fisher, and Jolene Goodnight. A special thanks to the American English Institute (AEI) at the University of Oregon. AEI has provided 
dozens of scholarships to ELAW partners from around the world to improve their English. Finally, thanks to the University of Oregon’s Of ce of Institutional Equity and 
Diversity (OIED) and the Many Nations Longhouse.

Following the ELAW Annual Meeting, ELAW Advocates will participate in panel 
discussions at the 27th Annual Public Interest Environmental Law Conference at the 
University of Oregon School of Law, February 26 – March 1. The PIELC is organized each 
year by students from Land Air Water (LAW), a student organization. ELAW thanks LAW 
for helping our partners participate in the PIELC. This year, Pablo Fajardo Mendoza from 
Ecuador, and Carla Garcia Zendejas and Fernando Ochoa Pineda from Mexico will give 
keynote addresses.  For more information on the PIELC visit: www.pielc.org.           

WWW.ELAW.ORG • THINK GLOBALLY. GIVE LOCALLY.

Creative

Jean Meyer-Fero
485-2999

W
W

W
.T

A
M

A
RA

CK
W

EL
LN

ES
S.

CO
M


