











MAIN STREET GREEN POWER

Renewable Energy Payments

“We have

been helping
environmental
advocates
around the
world promote
renewable
energy payment
policies, and
we are excited
to bring these
lessons home to
Oregon.”

Jennifer Gleason
ELAW Staff Attorney

WWW.TAMARACKWELLNESS.COM

IMAGINE THIS: Just a few years from now, you are driving through your neighborhood and you begin to notice that there are solar panels on every
other house. You’ve been thinking about installing solar panels, but always thought it was cost prohibitive.

So you’re wondering — how did that happen? How were these folks able to afford it? How did we get to a system of “Main Street Green Power?”

The technology has been available for many years. The challenge has always been financing for the necessary infrastructure. But brilliant advocates in
Germany and around the world have figured out a system that works.

Under a policy called renewable energy payments (REPs), the utility commits to pay for renewable energy at a reasonable price over a long period of
time. Germany used this policy to meet its target of obtaining 12.5% of its energy from renewable sources, like solar and wind power, three years ahead
of schedule. Germany is now up to 14%, while the U.S. gets less than one half of 1% of its energy from solar power and less than 7% of its power from
all renewable sources, including hydropower. These policies have helped Germany reduce CO, emissions 18.5% below 1990 levels. The country is on
target to achieve a 40% reduction by 2020.

ELAW is at the forefront of efforts to bring these proven, effective policies to the United States. Staff Attorney Jennifer Gleason and ELAW volunteer
lawyer Jolene Goodnight are working on draft REP legislation that could be adopted in Oregon. Hawaii, Minnesota, Rhode Island, and Michigan are
considering similar policies.

ELAW is seeking additional funding so that Jennifer can train advocates around the country, and around the world, to draft and promote strong
renewable energy payment policies.
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The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide thanks the many local businesses that have contributed to our efforts this past year, and made our 2009 ELAW Annual Meeting
possible. We thank Paul Engelmeyer and Cheryl Coon for leading our coast field trip and the following volunteers: Joey Corcoran, Kaegan Scully-Engelmeyer, Melissa Pope,
Sherwood Reese, Lindsay Riddell, Eric Robinson, Katie Slayden, Audrey Troch, Evan Shenkin, Elias Meyer, CallieWheeler, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Pamela Pearce, Katherine
Bragg, Elizabeth Dougherty, Kassidee Fisher, and Jolene Goodnight. A special thanks to the American English Institute (AEI) at the University of Oregon. AEI has provided
dozens of scholarships to ELAW partners from around the world to improve their English. Finally, thanks to the University of Oregon’s Office of Institutional Equity and
Diversity (OIED) and the Many Nations Longhouse.

Following the ELAW Annual Meeting, ELAW Advocates will participate in panel
discussions at the 27th Annual Public Interest Environmental Law Conference at the
University of Oregon School of Law, February 26 — March 1. The PIELC is organized each
year by students from Land Air Water (LAW), a student organization. ELAW thanks LAW
for helping our partners participate in the PIELC. This year, Pablo Fajardo Mendoza from
Ecuador, and Carla Garcia Zendejas and Fernando Ochoa Pineda from Mexico will give
keynote addresses. For more information on the PIELC visit: www.pielc.org.
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The trial lawyers of Johnson, Clifton, Larson & Schaller proudly sponsor this supplement to honor
the lawyers and scientists of the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide who gather here to
collaborate for the advancement of environmental law and social justice.

Art Johnson, Doug Schaller, Derek Johnson, Scott Lucas, Michelle Smith and Gloria Trainor,
trial attorneys specializing in personal injury, product liability and toxic torts.
975 Oak Street, Eugene, OR ¢ 541.484.2434 « www.jclslaw.com
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